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CoMPOSERG FOREWORD

Outside the city wall stands the weeping tree. In silence she lifts her weary arms
against the darkened sky.

She is a gathering place for the sorrowful and a sanctuary for the grieving. Her
shadows are a hiding place for the oppressed and a refuge for the lost. Under her
graceful canopy there is comfort and beneath her towering presence there is shelter
from the storm.

Long ago, she was planted on a windswept hill where all could see her solitary
silhouette and, though fixed in barren soil, her roots grew deep into the hearts of all
who drew near to her.

Watered by a thousand tears, her sylvan branches once held a perfect harvest, for
heaven had chosen her rugged frame to be the bearer of grace. There in her crooked
and twisted arms she cradled Jesus, the Hope of the world. She who was cut and
fashioned by hatred and violence became a tree of life for the world.

Her arms are outstretched still.

JOSEPH M. MARTIN

At the end of the service, the congregation may silently come forward to the cross
before leaving the Sanctuary. The cross will be wrapped in white cloth, symbolizing
the purity of Jesus — the Lamb who is slain for the sins of the world. You are invited
to place your thumb in the ashes, and put a thumbprint on the cloth, symbolizing the
stains of sin which Jesus removes from us as they are put on him.



Welcome! Thank you for silencing 3your
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during the worship servi

*Congregation Standing

PRELUDE: Vari atiWwhrmd oMondr ou$® lroM.aVillis s
arr. R. Haan
Ah, Holy Jesus arr. C. Callahan
*CALL TO WORSHIP from Isaiah 42:1-3 Dr. Andrew Ross
Leader: “Here is my servant, whom I uphold,

my chosen one in whom I delight;
I will put my Spirit on him,
and he will bring justice to the nations.

People: He will not shout or cry out,
or raise his voice in the streets.

Leader: A bruised reed he will not break,
and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out.
In faithfulness he will bring forth justice;

*INVOCATION Dr. Ross
*HYMN: Beneat h t he Cr os sBlueHymnhlePsgel92
*UNISON PRAYER:

Most gracious God, look with mercy upon your family gathered here for
whom our Lord Jesus Christ was betrayed, given into sinful hands, and
suffered death upon the cross. Strengthen our faith and forgive our
betrayals as we enter the way of His passion; through Him who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen

SCRIPTURE LESSON: Luke 23:26-56 Rev. Ken Skodiak
HOMILY: Al l Eyes on Jesus Rev. Skodiak
OFFERING

OFFERTORY: O Sacred Head, Now Wo u mRdHaad

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD& SUPPER
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THE WEEPING TREE Joseph M. Martin

Narration Cyndy Watson, Dr. Ross
Procession of the Cross Chamber Orchestra

The Weeping Tree (Choir)
Upon the wind there comes a call, a whisper soft and low,
a lonesome cry that fills the night and echoes through the soul.
It stirs the seekers tender heart. It bids them come and see,
to kneel in shadows cast by grace, to touch the weeping tree.

Against the sky the timbers rise, a silhouette of grace,

a rugged throne for heaven's own, the sinner’s hiding place.
Its burdened arms reach out to all; they draw the world to see
the price of love is paid in blood upon the weeping tree.

O come to the place where promise lives and rest where hope begins,
where crimson leaves adorn the ground, a gift from graceful winds.
O come and walk the winding path that leads to Calvary.

Come lay your burdens down and rest beneath the weeping tree.

Narration
Of Tears and Sorrows (Choir)
Surely he hath borne our griefs, and hath carried our sorrows.
He was wounded for all our transgressions.
He was bruised for all our sin.
And the chastisement of our peace was upon Him,
and with His stripes we are healed.
Ky r i e (kotdehiavesnerny).

Narration
Lamentation of the Cross
O sacred Head, now wounded, with grief and shame weighed down,
now scornfully surrounded with thorns, thine only crown:
How pale thou art with anguish, with sore abuse and scorn!
How does that visage languish which once was bright as morn!

Cross of Jesus, cross of sorrow, Where the blood of Christ was shed,
Perfect Man on thee did suffer, Perfect God on thee has bled!



Faithful cross above all others, Standing for eternity!
Rugged wood and cruel branches, perfect fruit is hung on Thee.

How pale thou art with anguish, with sore abuse and scorn!
How does that visage languish which once was bright as morn!

Narration

Wondrous Love, Wondrous Cross
What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul!
What wondrous love is this, O my soul!
What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss
To bear the heavy cross for my soul, for my soul,
To bear the heavy cross for my soul.

When I survey the wondrous cross
on which the Prince of glory died,
my richest gain I count but loss,
and pour contempt on all my pride.

See, from His head, His hands, His feet,
Sorrow and love flow mingled down.
Did ¢’er such love and sorrow meet,

or thorns compose so rich a crown?
Kyrie, Kyrie, Kyrie el eison.

Narration

Alas, and Did My Savior Bleed
Alas! and did my Savior bleed
And did my Sovereign die?
Would He devote that sacred head
For sinners such as 1?

Was it for crimes that I had done
He groaned upon the tree?
Amazing pity, grace unknown!
And love beyond degree!

Well might the sun in darkness hide
And shut His glories in,

When Christ, the mighty Maker died,
For man, the creature’s sin.



Thus might I hide my blushing face
While Calvary’s cross appears,
Dissolve my heart in thankfulness,
And melt my heart with tears.

But drops of grief can ne’er repay
The debt of love I owe.

Here, Lord, I give my self away
'Tis all that I can do.
Kyrie.eleison

Narration

Without His Cross
Without His tears, there is no comfort. Without His death, there is no life.
Without His blood, there is no pardon. Without His cross, there is no crown.

Without His shame, there is no glory. Without His grief, there is no joy.
Without His stripes, there is no healing. Without His cross, there is no crown.

Lamb of God, You bring salvation,

and with Your grace our hearts are sealed.

Lord, with Your tears of love You bathe our sorrows.
In Your eyes we stand revealed.

Darkness
The Weeping Tree (Epilogue)

*Benediction( Congr egation standing)
May Jesus Christ, who for our sake became obedient unto death, yes, even death on a

cross, keep you and strengthen you this night, and forevermore. Amen.

Staining of the Cross & Departure in Silence

You are invited to-wrtampeefdorcwarsd the ftoh e
Sanctuary. As a way of symbolizing your
your thumb in the ashes and your thumbp

fiGod made him who had no sin to be
we might become thie righteousne
-2 Corinthians 5: 21



Participants

Pastors Musicians
Dr. Andrew Ross, Senior Pastor Stardust (Dusty) Johnson, Conductor
Rev. Ken Skodiak, Associate Pastor Dr. John T. Brobeck, Organist & Pianist

Sanctuary Choir and Soloists

Communion Servers Rose Tadaro, Violin I

Don Burig Hannah M. Milner, Violin II

Laura Carlson Ivan Ugorich, Viola

Karen Foss Jane Hallett, Cello

Marie Galloway Paul Ensey, Bass

Susan Nagele Marie Smith, Flute

Stephanie Ravicchio Joshua Hall, Oboe

Paula Shaulis Andrea Steele, Clarinet

Bill Swartsfager Daniel Hursey, Bassoon

Wade Reagan Williford, Horn
Liz Soflin, Percussion

Narrators Jennifer Brobeck, Percussion II
Cyndy Watson Gabriella Carrillo, Soprano
Dr. Andrew Ross Gloria Day, Soprano

Levi Pratt, Tenor

The Tenebrae service has a rich tradition in the church going back to the eighth
century. Tenebrae is a word derived from Latin for "darkness" or "shadows."
Through word, music and the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, this service dramatizes
the suffering, death, and burial of Jesus Christ, allowing us to experience a small
portion of Christ’s agonizing journey to the cross.

One of the most important aspects of this service is the gradual extinguishing of light
as each of six candles is extinguished until only a single candle, a symbol for our Lord
Jesus Christ, the Light of the world, remains. As the Sanctuary becomes darker and
while the choir sings, we can reflect on the great emotional and physical pain that
Christ endured.



Welcome to Northminster!

You are cordially invited to join us for worship.

Holy Week Services
Monday-Friday, 7:00am in the Grundstrom Room

Good Friday Ecumenical Service

April 14, 12:00pm in the Northminster Sanctuary. St. James United Methodist Church and
Northminster Presbyterian Church join together for their annual Good Friday service.

Easter, April 16

Sunrise Service, 6:00am in the Prayer Garden

Contemporary Worship Service, 8:00am in the Sanctuary

Traditional Worship Service, 9:30am in the Sanctuary

Kaleidoscope Contemporary Worship Service, 11:00am in the Sanctuary
Arise! African Worship Service, 1:00pm in the Sanctuary

Childcare and Sunday School

Childcare is provided from 7:45am-12:15pm and from 12:45-3:15pm on Sunday. We offer a
Christian Education program at 9:30am for all ages.

Information

Helpful brochures about our church are available in the Narthex (lobby). You can also
contact us at 327-7121.

Ministries

Northminster offers a wide variety of ministries, programs, and activities for all ages, given
in the name and service of our Lord and Savior. Please check our website for additional
information: www.npctucson.org.

True North Radio Ministry

Join us on the air! Our worship services and ministry are broadcast on KGMS Radio,
940AM on Sundays from 6:00-7:00pm and Monday-Friday from 6:30-7:00am.

On the Webiww.npctucson.org
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